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H          Y         P          O          X          I          A          !  

 Greetings Centennial mem-

bers.  As I prepare this newsletter, I 

notice that the  weather outside is 

gorgeous.  I find myself inclined to 

open some windows so that I can 

begin spraying projects that are 

overdue for finishes left off because 

of other extreme weather condi-

tions.  Because of the nice weather, 

many of you may be tempted to 

hang up the airbrush and store away 

that unfinished kit for extra curricu-

lar activities outside in our spring 

weather.   

 Let me try to convince you 

to hang on to your tube of glue for a little 

while longer.  First of all, two new techniques 

were shared by our Prez.  Dekker Zimmerman 

on how to use Dymo tape to scribe (or re 

scribe) panel lines.  The second technique by 

VP Matt Quiroz involved painting the faces of 

figures.  Both demos were successful and I 

think many modelers went home more skilled 

in the arts of modeling than when they walked 

in the door.   

 In addition to the Demos, members 

from our club including myself took two trips 

to Denver to plunder models, visit Colpars, and 

Browse Aberdeen bookstore.  In our first trip 

Dekker, Matt and myself visited an estate that 

was auctioning off a model collection. 

In a recent trip to Denver, Dekker, Matt along 

with myself visited Aberdeen bookstore and 

Colpar Hobbies while waiting to attend the an-

nual Rob wolf auction.  As always, there was 

neat stuff purchased at these establishments.  

The auction was swell too.  To sum it up:  We 

came, We saw, We took home their models! 

Unfortunately I do not have any photos of the 

event.  Just picture in your minds the scene 

from Oceans Eleven when the crew pulls off 

the casino heist and there is all of those empty 

money vaults in the casino.  The auction was 

just like that. 

 Fear not, I heard  from good authority 

that there are more trips planned in the near 

future.  So, unpack your models and dust off 

your airbrushes.  Nicer weather outside does 

not mean that you have to play outside. . . Just 

open a window and build harder.  Model on 

and have fun! 

-Steve. 
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 Hello all.  I hope this finds you enjoy-

ing some modeling time.  I canôt believe it is 

April already but the snow should be ending so 

open a window and get painting.  I seem to get 

more done on my models in the spring and 

summer than any other time so I hope to finish 

some stuff for the IPMS Nationals. 

 The Club has had a few adventures this 

month like the Denver IPMS auction where we 

crashed the party and took all of their models.  

They had some kits in great shape this year 

like a  1/32nd scale A-10 NAW two seater that 

yours truly swiped.  We will be having our 

own auction in May so get ready. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The airliner build is still going on so 

get that gloss white down and start decaling.  

The first quarterly went well and congratula-

tions to all who participated. 

 `This month has much more in store for 

the club like the Star Fest, Hobby Town show 

and the Model Daze at Complete so lets all get 

involved. 

 The Website is still under re-

construction so please be patient.  Oh and by 

the way here are some super quick modeling 

reviews: 

 

Alumilite clear: Sucks 

Polar Lights 1/1000 1701 Enterprise: Awe-

some 

Diamond Dust glitter for simulating snow: 

sucks and is dangerous. 

Wing Nut Wings 1/32nd scale Albatross DV: 

Whoa nelly! Awesome! 

 

Sorry, that is all the time I have for reviews 

today. 

Remember model till your fingers bleed. 

-Dekker, President Centennial IPMS  

 

 Greeting Centennial members.  Like 

Steve Martin said in the Jerk, ñThe New Phone 

Books are Here!ò.  Well maybe not phone 

books, but warmer climates are fast approach-

ing and with that we usually see a decline in 

modeling time.  However, our Weds and Sat-

urday builds will continue the months.  If you 

are feeling an itch to get out of the house, 

come on down to the store and sniff a little 

glue and enjoy the warm weather with friends.  

Hope this finds all of you doing well and en-

joying our reprieve from old man winter. 

-Matt V.P. 
 

Message From The Prez.                           Message From The V.P. 
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Soviet Command Command Car w/crew 

By: Rodger Cole 

 

 

                                                        History  

 

In the early 1940ôs, the automobile company American Bantam produced an early prototype all 

wheel drive 1/4 ton truck for the United States Army.  The Bantam Reconnaissance Car (BRC) 

was one of the earliest designs that led to the jeep.  Unfortunately, Bantam was unable to pro-

duce the vehicle in the numbers required so the contract was given to Willys and Ford.  The 

1500 units Bantam produced were given under Lend/Lease to the United Kingdom and the 

USSR. 

 

                                                                        In The Box 
 

The kit consists of two sprues of light gray plastic for the vehicle itself, one sprue for the five 

figures, and one clear sprue for wind shield and headlights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The instructions are clear, though the drawings are somewhat small.  One page shows the box 

art and drawings of the sprues.  These sprue drawings are important, as the sprues themselves 

do not have part numbers on them.  You may need to constantly refer back to the sprue draw-

ings to correctly identify each part.  Assembly is in 22 steps which sounds much more compli-

cated than it really is.  The last page shows the assembled figures with color notations to 

DMLôs box art of their figures.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One detail Iôm really glad to see Mini Art do is to include paint numbers for Vallejo, Testors, 

Tamiya, Humbrol, Revell, and Mr. Color.   Overall, I find this kit to be an interesting addition 

to my stash. 

-Roger. 
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Mitsubishi G4M2 (Betty) attack bomber 

Review: By Matt Quiroz 

 

History  

 

The ñBettyò had a long range and high-speed at the time of its introduction.  However, it was 

most known for its poorly-protected aviation gasoline tanks-that earned her the derisive moni-

kers ñone shot lighterò, ñ flying Zippoò and ñflying cigarò from the Allied fighter pilots.  Simi-

larly, pilots of the Imperial Japanese Navy called Betty ñ Type One Lighterò.  This was due to 

the fact that on many occasions, it was used for low-altitude torpedo attacks  that diminished its 

performance advantages.  The ñbetty'sò relatively large size made it a large target to shoot at 

and the simplified approach path on a torpedo run to attack a ship meant for a generally easy 

interception.   When used for medium to high altitude bombing against stationary targets like a 

supply depot, seaport, or airfields, ñease of interceptionò was another matter entirely.  Using its 

long range and high speed, the ñBettyò could appear from any direction, and then be gone be-

fore many fighters could intercept them.  The twin 20mm canons in the tail turret was much 

heavier armament than commonly installed in bombers, making dead astern attacks very dan-

gerous.  Sometimes, assuming they didnôt catch fire in the first place, Bettyôs also proved  to be 

able to remain airborne despite being badly shot up.  For example, after 751 Kokutaiôs attack 

during the Battle of Rennell Island three out of four survivors  (of eleven aircraft that went to 

attack) returned flying on one engine only.  Near the end of the war the  ñBettyò was used as a 

common Kamikaze-carrying & launching platform, and it was the usual aircraft for carrying the 

Ohka Kamikaze rocket-aircraft.   

(Per Bookrags.com on the G4M2 Betty.) 

(It is worth noting by the editor that Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, The Commander in Chief of 

the Japanese combined Fleet, and architect of the attack on Pearl Harbor was killed when his 

G4M2 Betty transport was shot down in flames.) 

 

The Kit  

 

Hasegawaôs limited re-release of the G4M2 Betty bomber is a welcome addition for this mod-

eler.  The kit is molded in Hasegawaôs familiar medium gray styrene on fourteen sprues con-

taining approximately 160 parts and one clear sprue with eighteen clear parts.  There are six 

parts that arenôt used that are shaded out on the well printed instructions.  Construction takes 

place over thirteen steps and is easy to follow.  There is a brief history of the Betty listed on the 

front page of the instructions. 
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Overall molding is excellent with panel lines being recessed and consistent throughout .  The 

cockpit is pretty plain.  Aftermarket items such as aircraft interior and seatbelts could spruce it 

up real nice.  Tires for the main landing gear are already flattened to indicate weight, although 

this seems excessive for the scale.  :Your mileage may vary.  The kit provides the builder the 

option to equip the plane with either a single type 91 torpedo or two 250 kg bombs in the center 

line bomb bay.  The bomb bay has the option of being displayed open or closed.  In regards to 

the bombs and torpedo, they are assembled from four individual pieces to make up the main 

components.  This strikes me as odd, and it is possible that the parts were over engineered.  

Others may know more. 

 Both aircraft feature a prominent antenna mounted in the center of the glass nose.  The 

kit supplied item is oversized for the scale and would be better represented in smaller diameter.  

After market brass or styrene would work well here.  The engines are adequate as is, or the 

builder may wish to add plug wires to them to jazz them up a bit.  Continuing with the engines, 

they are made up of top and bottom nacelles, and a front cowl ring; again it seems that the parts 

are over engineered.  The builder should take care when assembling this area to ensure proper 

alignment of all the pieces.  Separate exhaust stacks are provided as are cowl flaps.  There are a 

lot of parts to build up the engines, but luckily the props are molded as a single piece and not 

four individual blades attached to a backing plate. 

 The forward portion of the green house canopy as well as the tail section is made up of 

left and right pieces with an end capping piece.  This will make alignment tricky so take your 

time here.  The framing on the clear parts are well done and distinct enough to make masking 

this beast easier, but pre-cut masks may be the way to go with this one.  It reminds me of an He-

111 canopy.  With this much glass visible plan to spend a significant amount of time with this 

aspect of the build.  Weapons for the waist stations, turrets, nose and tail sections are provided 

and donôt appear as clunky as most weapons in this scale seem to. 

 

Painting 

 

Painting and decaling options are limited to two aircraft: 

762nd Naval Flying Group.  Overall dark green which is featured on the box-art 

1081st Naval Flying Group.  Dark green over gray. 

 

Paint call outs are listed  for GSI Creos Aqueos Hobby Color and Mr. Color paints 

  

 Overall, this appears to be another nice limited re-issue offering from Hasegawa.  If you 

are a fan of large, multi-engine Japanese aircraft, then this should satisfy your need.  There are a 

few discrepancies with the kit, but nothing that should be a show stopper for the average mod-

eler provided they take their time with the model. 

-Matt Quiroz. 
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Masking Engine Nacelles Made Easy 

By Dave Wellen 

 

Ever spend hours painting and detailing the engine of one of 

those wingy thingies only to be faced later with the dilemma 

of having to paint the exterior body color and desperately 

trying to figure out how to mask the darn thing?  The problem is 

fraught with compound curves in a tight space, there is delicate 

interior detail to contend with, and oh, by the way, you want to 

feather the exterior color into the interior color.  If that sounds 

like a problem youôve come across, hereôs a new (to me) tech-

nique that I developed this afternoon.   

 

The Tools you will need: 

1. Model (duh) 

2. Paper( I used an old instruction sheet, but printer paper would 

work too) 

3. Masking Tape (I used the 3M blue painters tape in 1ô and 2ô 

widths) 

4. Ruler (mine doubles as a straight edge) 

5. Hobby Knife 

 

First, assemble the model as you normally would, detailing and 

pre painting to your heartôs content.  During this process, make 

sure to paint the interior color of the engine nacelle the color you 

want.  Thatôs the hard part.  Once you gather the necessary items 

and you are ready to mask for painting the exterior, the rest of the 

process is really simple. 
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1. Measure the depth of the nacelle and using a straight edge, 

cut a long strip of paper wide enough to span the distance be-

tween the engine face and the opening, giving yourself 

enough overlap to have the paper protrude the opening.  You 

want the strip to be several times longer than the circumfer-

ence of the nacelle opening.  No need for geometric equations  

      hereé eyeballing it is just fine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.Roll the paper into a cylinder that is slightly smaller in diameter 

than the opening you are trying to mask and insert into the space, 

lightly pressing the paper as far back into the space as possible, 

mindful of all that hard work sitting back there. 

 

 

 

 

 

3.Once in place, let go (of the paper, not the 

model).  The tension in the paper will act like a 

spring trying to unroll the paper, while expanding the roll to the 

interior diameter of the nacelle.  Grasp the roll and remove, tak-

ing care to not  allow the roll to expand any further.  While hold-

ing the paper in one hand, secure the roll with tape. 

 

4.Press the face of the roll onto the stick side of another piece of 

masking tape, ideally one with a width greater than the width of 

the opening.  With your knife, carve a circle around the paper 

cylinder, leaving about 5 mm or so of overlap. 
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5.Cut a series of slits in the tap around the circle extending outward from the cylinder through 

the edge.  Working your way around the cylinder, fold down the flaps you just created to seal 

the end.  Because paper is porous, make sure that paint doesn't seep through by wrapping an-

other piece of tape around the exterior of the cylinder.  This will give a slightly tighter fit than 

when yu took out the paper, but when masking, snug is a good thing.  Insert your new custom 

fit engine masks and spray away! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy modeling! 

-Dave Wellen. 
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1:144 RAF Tornado 

F.3 No 111Squad-

ron 90th anniversary 

(twin pack) 

 

Into The Cauldron: 

Das Reich on the 

Eastern Front. Con-

cord Publications 

Military Reference 

book 

Sd kfz .7 8t half-

track Flatbed w/ 

2cm flak 38  1:35 

Cyber Hobby 

 

 

 

 

Tamiya 1:48 US 

Navy Pilots w/ 

Moto-tug 

 

Roden Siemens 

Schuckert D.III 1:32 

 

 

F-14 Super Tomcat 

fighter 1:32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hot products for 2010  
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               Pacific Coast models Hawker Hur-

ricane Mk I early version 1:32  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Italeri 1:35 Kfz 385 tank wagen  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M 1117 Guardian armored security vehicle  

1:35 Trumpeter  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  

 

 

 

1:35 Trumpeter Italian B 1 tank destroyer  

late version (New variant)  
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 Welcome to the second installment of building a Boeing 314 Clipper vacuform model.  

Weôve already learned how to mark, score, remove, and sand the parts from the sheet.  Next 

weôll look at assembly and adding rigidity to the subassemblies by using two-part liquid foam. 

 

 Since this kit was formed from 1 millimeter plastic, the pieces tend to be a bit flimsy.  

Prior to assembling the fuselage and wings, reinforcement strips of plastic are added to help 

support the model.  Typically, ribs are added to the fuselage to add strength but since Iôm going 

to fill the model with foam I simply added reinforcement strips to the sides which will not hin-

der the expanding foam later on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The next step is critical to correctly align and assemble the model.  Tabs provide a 

method that align and attach the major subassemblies.  Tabs take the place of the pin-and hole 

weôre accustomed to with injection models.  The figure illustrates the starboard half of the 

model with the tabs glued into place.  Once the tabs are in place, the halves can be glued to-

gether. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 If it werenôt for Pro Weld (or other hot glue) I donôt know what I would have done to 

attach the fuselage and wing halves.  As you can see in the figure below, I carefully taped 

pieces together ensuring proper fit.  Next, Pro Weld was applied along the seams.  I squeezed, 

released, and squeezed until a bead of welded plastic signaled a solid fit.  Inch by inch this 

process was repeated over several nights until completed. 

 

 

 

By Mark Fannin. 



 12 

 

 Now the fun part-foam reinforcement!  Iôve never worked with foam but Chesley White 

explained the process to me and together we spent about forty dollars to purchase  Tap X-30 

expanding foam (www.tapplastics.com).  Simply mix equal amounts of liquid and within thirty 

seconds you will see it expand before your eyes.  This is an exothermic substance which means 

some heat is given off in the chemical reaction.  Not to worry, the foam is warm and you will 

not be burned if you touch itô however the foam is very sticky so please use gloves.  In addition, 

the odor is minimal and you can use it in your house (my wife was in the next room and didnôt 

complain, so I know what Iôm talking about). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Well, the moment of truth arrived.  It was time to fill the fuselage and wings with ex-

panding foam.  Using foam to fill the cavities is a critical step to ensure the model has a long 

life as vacuform models (and vinyl) tend to sag and stretch over time unless filled with some-

thing to add rigidity.  I want my models to out-live me.  Using foam helps ensure my grandchil-

dren will be inspired to be modelers someday. 

 After sealing the edges, I mixed equal portions of Part A and Part B and quickly, but 

carefully, poured in the foam.  Within a minute the foam filled the wing and continued to ex-

pand.  By luck I had a trash can nearby and I just let the foam seep into the trashcan.  As I ex-

plained earlier, the foam is extremely sticky and if you get some on your skin it is difficult to 

remove. 
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 After resting overnight, I removed the tape and I was happy to see that the foam com-

pletely filled the inner cavities of the wings.  Each wing is extremely light and strong. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next weôll look at assembly, painting, and decaling. 

 

 

 

-Mark Fannin 
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  McPherson, Close To Home, (Retrieved from Gocomics.com March 14, 2010) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

                                            

 

McPherson Close To Home, (Retrieved from Gocomics.com April 13, 2010  
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Our next meeting  will be April, 28, 2010 
 6:30 -9:00  

Falcon Hills Police Station  
7850 Goddard St, Colorado Springs CO.                                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 Pegasus 1/18 scale x-1: $30.00 

 Revell 1/48 scale Me 410: $ 15.00 

Moebius small seaview: $15.00 

Trumpeter 1/32 Me 109E: $35.00 

 

 

                                                                                                     Contact Dekker ironwolf80@comcast.net 


