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 Greetings Centennial members.  I 

hope this newsletter finds you in  good 

spirits.  Summer is here accompanied by 

warm weather.  Hopefully the change in 

temperature will not deter the attention of  

modelers from the work bench.   

 These past months have been 

pretty hectic for the modeling community 

here in the Springs. In April, Hobbytown 

hosted their annual contest.  Attendance 

was slightly down due in part to the 

weather and   a sci/fi convention  being 

held on the same date in Denver.  Contest 

results are listed further in the newsletter.  

In April, May, Matt Quiroz hosted the 

Spring Model Daze.  Excitement was ex-

perienced by all.  The weather was accom-

modating.  Many awards were handed out 

for 6 hour build, hardcore entries, peoplesô choice etcé  

Contest results are also included in this issue of the Cen-

tennial newsletter. 

 In addition to the many model contests, there 

was a club sponsored trip to the hobby stores and club 

themed businesses in Denver on May 22nd.  In all there 

was nine of us traveling in two vehicles.  Matt  and 

Dave were kind enough to drive.   On May 15th, the 

Wings Over the Rockies museum conducted a model 

sale with killer prices.  Needless to say many Centennial 

members were able to make the trip up north to take 

advantage of the sale. 

 Speaking of sales, in May, Compleat hosted a 

40% off sale for Centennial members.  Many members 

took advantage of this sale and cleared out the storeôs 

inventory.  After the sale,  I believe the owners changed 

their name to ñCompleat Games and Some Hobbiesò. . .  

Well thatôs enough rambling from me.  Enjoy your sum-

mer and keep up the modeling.-Steve.      

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Club sponsored outing to Denver. 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
A club members Haul from the  WOTR  museum.  Over 100 dollars 

worth of models bought for at least 30.00 dollars. 
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 Hello all. Well it has 

been a very exciting month for 

the club. We had our club spon-

sored hobby shop tour and we 

had more folks than ever so we 

needed two cars. We first 

stopped at a legend, one older 

than any of us standing in 

front of it, yes the BUFF AKA B

- 52 at the Wings Above the 

R o c k i e s  a i r  m u s e u m .  

Thanks to all who made the trip 

and sorry the hobby monster ate 

a l l  o u r  w a l l e t s .  

We also had the yearly auction 

and it was quite a success 

(even though some of us got 

stuck in the major traffic jam) 

as many members from other 

clubs stopped by including IPMS 

Denver. Thanks to all who par-

ticipated and a special thanks 

to Dan for auctioneering and 

tom for "Vannaing". this was 

the best auction the club has 

ever had thanks to some sur-

prise models donated like Bob 

Bunch donating the giant Aven-

ger!  On the flip side we have 

had some members meet with some 

unfortunate events including 

Ken, Aaron and a few others, I 

hope the future holds better 

things. This reminds me that 

this club is about YOU the mem-

ber first of all and I am very 

pleased to see such camaraderie 

and mutual support.  Well it is 

back to the Tennax sniffin for 

me, see you all at the next  

meeting,  

Dekker, President Centennial 

IPMS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What happened to Spring? Seems like we 

jumped right over it and went directly into 

summer.  Itôs been hot enough to melt even the 

most stubborn plastic! With the very warm 

weather we get around here this time of year, 

our modeling activities usually take a back seat 

to other things such as enjoying the outdoors 

or doing some work around the house. Fear not 

faithful sniffers of glue, as there is plenty of 

modeling activities to do in the coming weeks 

and months. The 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each 

month offer open builds with the FRAM folks 

at Hobby Town at the Citadel Crossing. The 

2nd and 4th Saturdays offer open builds at Com-

pleat, and donôt forget our usual Build-n-Bull 

get together every Wednesday at Compleat. So 

if you canôt seem to get to your bench much, 

know that there are places you can go to get 

some building in and escape the Honey Doôs if 

only for a short while. Summer Model Daze 

will kick off on the 1st of July so all of you can 

proudly display your latest creations. I hope 

this finds all of you enjoying our excellent 

weather and are in fact able to get outdoors to 

enjoy all that there is to do in our great area. I 

got grass to cuté.. 

See you soon, 

 

Matt~ 

Message From The Prez.                           Message From The V.P. 
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                          To Infinity and Beyond! 
                   By Rob Schmitt 

 

                      This monthôs article focuses on WonderFest.  What the heck is WonderFest you  

                      Ask?  Why itôs one of the largest sci-fi, horror & comics-related shows in the  

                      United States thatôs held every summer in Louisville, Kentucky.  It features 

                      Movie stars, special effects guests, model and toy dealers and one of the largest  

                      Sci-fi model contests in the U.S.  Think IPMS Nationals for sci-fi and fantasy! 

 

This year WonderFest was held 15-16 May.  A local 

contingency of Tom Grossman, Mark Krabbenholf, 

Gary Grossman, and Rob Schmitt loaded up the van 

and trailer to drive 18 hours to Louisvillle; arriving 

early afternoon on Thursday.  Steve Carricato flew in 

and met up with the rest of the gang.  Stephen Posey, 

Sean Kneland and Robert Fullerant drove n from 

around the country to fill out the team. 

 

Friday morning Tom and Rob pro-

vided airbrush demonstrations at Sci-Fi Ujniversity.  Hosted by Tracy 

Brownfield (Federation Models) and Steve Iverson (CultTVMan), SFU is 

an all-day workshop that focuses on improving your model building skills.  

This year SFU was split into two hands-on sections: Model Building & 

Painting and Finishing.  Model Building focused on the basics of model 

building including prep, glues, putty, and other areas of assembly and con-

struction.  Painting and Finishing covered the use of  paint, using an air-

brush and other aspects of finishing included detailing and decaling. 
Tom at work 

 

 

Friday afternoon was devoted to setting up in the  Deal-

ers Room and the tables quickly filled up with various 

airbrush products and resin garage kits.  One of the nice 

things about WonderFest is meeting all the vendors and 

catching up with old friends that you only get to see 

once or twice a year.  This year was no exception; Steve 

Iverson (CultTV Man), Frank Winspur (Moebius Mod-

els), Scott McKilop (Monarch Models), James Whitman 

(Model Mansion) and Paul Schiola (Ultratumba Produc-

t i o n s ) t o n a m e a f e w .                                                                                    
Rob and Mark manning the booths 

 

Saturday morning came way too early as we readied for ñEarly 

Birdò admissions.  Once the doors opened, hundreds of eager 

fans filled the Dealers Room looking for deals and those ñmust 

haveò kits.  Besides the various vendors, special guests were in 

attendance signing autographs.  This yearôs guests included 

Lou Ferrigno, Claudia Christian, Linnea Quigley and John 

Eaves. In 

 
Figure Entries 



 4 Addition, seminars and demonstrations were presented throughout the convention that coverd 

various aspects of modeling including sculpting, airbrushing, weathering, dioramas and light-

ing.  Activities such as Iron Modeler, Naked Resin Attack and Chiller Theater continued 

throughout the night and sleep became a precious commodity. 

 

While all of this was going on, the Model Contest was beginning to fill 

Up.  WonderFestôs  ñAmacing Model Contestò contains all types of sci-

ence-fiction, horror and comics models.  Itôs one of the biggest contests 

of its type in America, and itôs truly amazing to see more than 500 of 

the best imaginative subjects models youôll find anywhere.  Due to the 

incredible growth of the contest (516 entries this year), several catego-

ries were split.  This year WonderFest introduced an ñOriginal Sculpt/

Scratchbuiltò category.  One of the most interesting aspects of Wonder-

Fest is the contest judging.  They use an ñopen systemò that judges each 

model on its own merits, no matter what the category.  Imagine judging  

over 500  models individually!                                                   
                                                                                                                       Robôs Von Braun Rocket 

The local contingency represented Colorado very well at this yearôs contest.  Steve Carricato 

entered 7 models and received 3 Meritôs  (Millennium Falcon, Viper, Raider) and 3 Bronzeôs 

(Frogg Hopper, Omni Fighter, Tie Fighters).  Tom Grossman received a Bronze for  his 

Jesserella and a Silver for his JôZebôL.  Rob Schmitt received Meritôs for his King Kong bust 

and Mummy model.  In a surprise turn of events, Rob also received a Gold for his Von Braun 

Rocket. 

 

Sunday was a blur of people and furious sales.  Before we realized it, the show was over and it 

was time to start packing up all the remaining stock and various ñfindsò acquired at the show.  

The team h eaded back to Colorado Monday afternoon and arrived safely (albeit a bit bleary-

eyed) Tuesday morning. 

 

Next yearôs óWonderFest is scheduled for 14-15 May.  Time to start planning on attending! 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                    Steveôs Millennium Falcon 

 

Tomôs JôZebôL 
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Hasegawa 

F-18F Super Hornet, VFA-154 Black Knights CAG 

Scale 1/48 

Kit #09816 

 

 

The Boeing F/A-18E/F Super Hornet is a supersonic carrier-capable fighter/attack aircraft that entered service with 

the United States Navy in 1999. The Super Hornet replaced the F-14 Tomcat in 2006 and will serve alongside the 

original Hornet. The Super Hornet is a larger and more advanced derivative of the F/A-18C/D Hornet. The U.S. 

Navy currently flies both the F/A-18E single-seat and F/A-18F two-seater in combat roles.  

 

 Iôve said it before and Iôll say it again, I love bugs! And even more so, Superbugs! Following on the heels 

of the F/A-18C ñGolden Dragonsò release, Hasegawa brings us this beauty in its colorful CAG markings of VFA-

154òBlack Knightsò.   Parts are found on nine sprues of Hasegawaôs familiar light gray plastic and feature exqui-

site detail throughout. Details abound and also include building/display options such as slats and flaps assembled 

either up or down and an open or closed canopy to show off the nicely detailed cockpit. A nice compliment of 

weapons and ECM gear are found within the box too. Decal options provide markings for two very colorful CAG 

aircraft; 

VFA-154 ñBlack Knightsò, CAG USN 2006-2008 (Box art) 

VFA-154 ñBlack Knightsò, CAG USN 2005 

 

Your customers are sure to be stung by this beautiful aircraft! 

 

-Matt Quiroz 
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Spring Model Daze In the case contest 1-24 April 2010 

 

Junior  11 Entries 

 

  M Ian Kitchen  Corvette 

  M 66 Corvette  Eric Fedastion 

  M 1971 Z-28  Eric Fedastion 

  B Dino   Ian Kitchen 

  B 70 Chevelle Blown Dakota Halsey 

  S 70 Chevelle  Dakota Halsey 

  S 70 Challenger  Eric Fedastion 

  G  56 Gasser   Dakota Halsey 

  G Big Rig Red  Dakota Halsey 

 

Teen  3 Entries 

  

  S Zach Snodgrass  Porsche Carrera 

  G Jared Conrad  Kathoga 

 

Recreational 39 Entries with two splits 

 

Non Military 

  M Ken Halsey  General Lee Pete Big Rig 

  B Matt Quiroz  Sauber Mercedes 

  B Dave Bryan  65 GTO 

  B Mark Rice  32 Ford 

  S Mark Rice  Frogghopper MKII 

  S Matt Quiroz  Blaupunkt Porsche 

  G Chuck Gandy  Hillbilly Bucket 

  G Matt Quiroz  Toyota Corolla WRC 

Military 

  B Mark Rice  M2A2 Bradley 

  B Kevin Degenkolbe Jagdtiger 

  B Mark Rice  F-104 Starfighter 

  S Kevin Degenkolbe V-1 

  S Kevin Degenkolbe UH-60 

  S Dale Hutchison  P-47D 

  G Dale Hutchison  A-10 

  G Kevin Degenkolbe 6x6 Cargo truck 

  G Kevin Degenkolbe Crusader Mk-II  
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Hardcore 18 entries with 3 way split 

  

Military   

  HM Chris Savaglio  Bf-109E 

  HM Troy Kochevar  C-47 

  3 Matt Quiroz  Spitfire Mk-V 

  2 Stuart Thayer  Iraqi T-72 

  1  Matt Quiroz  Bf-109K4 

 

Automotive 

  3  Jeff Conrad  1968 Firebird 

  2 Mark Thompson Chill Factor Drag Car 

  1 Aaron Thomas  Telefonica Suzuki 

 

Fantasy 

  3 Troy Kochevar  UFO Crash 

  2 Troy Kochevar  Predator 

  1 Graham Booth  God gave us Wingsé 

 

Best Junior sponsored by FRAM 

  Dakota Halsey   Big Rig Red $25 Gift card 

 

Best Teen Entry Shooter Industries 

  Jared Conrad   Kathoga $20 Gift Card 

 

 

2 Week Challenge Build Sponsored by Legacy IPMS 

 

  19 Signed up  Completed/entered  ______ 

   

  Senior level 

  9 votes total 

  Dave Wellen   F-4C/D Phantom II $25 Gift Card 

 

  Junior level 

  5 votes 

  Ian Kitchen   Scooby Doo Van $25 Gift card 

 

Best 6 hour sponsored by IPMS CoMMiES 

  5 Entrants  

  16 Votes 

  Jared Conrad    Spider Attack Vehicle $20 Gift Card 

 

Best Show-rod sponsored by Humming Line 

  38 total entrants 

  9 votes total    

  Aaron Thomas   VW Surf Van $30 Gift card 
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Best Sci-Fi 

  Troy Kochevar   UFO Crash site Tickets to Star-fest..forth coming 

      (Need address) 

 

Peopleôs Choice sponsored by Front Range Figure and Anime Modelers 

  30 models nominated 

  20 votes 

  Graham Booth   God gave us Wingsé $35 Gift Card 

 

Judges Best 

  Graham Booth   God gave us Wingsé 

 

Best Bird subject sponsored by Centennial IPMS 

   

  Graham Booth   God gave us Wingsé Glass Plaque 

 

 

Total individual sponsorship $180 
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April 17th  marked the annual model contest hosted by the dedicated staff at Hobbytown South.   

There were many  diverse entries and enthusiastic modelers ready to show off their work.  

Many ribbons were handed out to modelers and the most prestigious  award was bestowed 

upon Stuart for his entry.  Below is the complete list of entries and winners. 

 

1st aircraft: Mike Sangels 

 

1st Auto/Best Paint: Aaron Thomas 

 

2nd Aircraft:  Chris Savaglio 

1/32 He 162 

1/32 Bf 109 R-1 

 

3rd aircraft: Steve Luevane 

1/48  a6m2 Rufe 

1/100 Me 163 Komet 

 

2nd Miscellaneous: Chris Savaglio 

1/72 Kaiten sub 

 

1stSci Fi: Chris Savaglio 

1/72 Y wing 

 

2nd: Steve Carricato 

1/72 Millennium Falcon 

 

1st armor: Stuart 

1/72 ñMy Calliopeò 

Best of show 

Best Detail 

Osprey award  
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Dragon Sherman 

1:35 M4A3 Pre-

mium edition 

 

 

Cyber Hobby U.S.S. 

Independence  LCS 

2 

 1:700 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minicraft Ju 88 

1:144 

Minicraft He 111 

1:144 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minicraft KC 97 G 

1:144 

 

 

1/35 Schwerer 

Plattformwagen 

Typ Ssy + Pz. Bef. 

Wg. III Ausf. K 

With bonus Magic 

Tracks  
 

 

 

 

 

35 StuG. III Ausf.C/D w/7.5cm L48 With bonus Ger-

man figure set and Magic Tracks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hot products for 2010  
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Mini art plastic 1:35  

Soviet armored car w/crew  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mIni art Plastic  1:35 Panzerspah-

wagen w/crew  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dragon 1:35 Pz. Kpfw. IV ausf H. 

Late production w/zimmerit  

 

 

C-47 Skytrain w/

partroopers  

 

Release year: 1955  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The creature from the black la-

goon.  Revell 1:8  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1957 Cadillac Eldorado Brougham  

Revell 1:25  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P-38 Vs Ki 61 tony  

Soft cover 80 pages. Black and 

white photos/drawings  

Osprey PUblishing  
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 Greetings Centennial members.  May 

26th marked our annual kit auction.  We had a 

great turnout.  In addition to our own mem-

bers, representatives from the Rob Wolf chap-

ter in Denver graced us with their presence.   

 There were many great kits on the auc-

tion block.  Between 6 and 9 pm a number of 

bidding wars broke out between competing 

participants hoping to score the ultimate stash.  

Many folks went home with great kits and 

phenomenal deals not to mention empty wal-

lets.   One of the highlights of the evening was 

the ñSurprise boxesò.  Participants bid on a 

concealed model.  Winners walked away with 

some pretty expensive plastic.  I believe there 

was a Cyber hobby Firefly Sherman and a 

Dragon Bf 110 Zerstorer.  

Images  retrieved from Clip art website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Needless to say, the club profited 

greatly from the nights activities.  Afterwards 

members from both clubs retreated to IHOP to 

socialize, relive the auction, or develop a good 

cover story for their significant other on all the 

plastic accumulated and savings accounts 

drained. 
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I had hoped this installment would cover assembly, painting, and decaling ï it wonôt.  Turns out (drum roll please) 

there IS a lot of sanding, filling, sanding, more filling, followed by more sanding required to build vacuform mod-

els!  Yes, the rumors are true and now I can tell you why ï at least for this model.  The 1 millimeter plastic repro-

duced the vent holes during the vacuum process.  Also, itôs clear to me now that the wooden molds used to make 

the model are very old and have some hanger scars from years of use, storage, and wear.  All this translates into 

surface imperfections and, yes, there are a lot of them.  This is almost as trying as building a Lindberg model and 

yet it has turned into a labor of love.  Thankfully, I have Tom Grossmanôs mantra running through my head at 

times like this:  ñFinished is better than perfectò, meaning I will have the model finished for the airport showing 

but I need to stop fiddling with every tiny pit and pimple and get on with the build. 

 

This article will instead cover sanding, filling, sanding, and priming.  I will also look at the cool decals Dave Wel-

len helped me create with Microsoft PowerPoint.  Dave also deserves a shout out for his advice on attaching the 

wings to the fuselage.  I happily took his advice and it is detailed below.  But first we will learn about how to fill 

hundreds of tiny pits with common items found in your modeling kit. 

 

 

Surface Preparation 

Glen Norris recommended Kombi Spot Putty as an alternative to the usual red bondo putty because it is smoother 

and dries quickly.  Tom Grossman recommended Testors liquid plastic glue to thin the spot putty.  The combina-

tion is a life saver people.  Kombi and Testors liquid glue, mixed together, create a Mr Surfacer-quality spot and 

seam filler that is easy to use, adheres easily, dries quickly, and sands down to a glossy finish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Priming 

Rob Schmitt  recommended  the inexpensive ñNowò spray primer.  This primer costs less than two dollars a can, 

and goes on very smooth.  I took Yvonneôs advice and warmed the primer in hot water; Shake the can, and if the 

can felt cooler, I warmed it in hot water again.  Repeat this process until the can does not feel cold when shaken.  

This indicates the paint inside is warmed and will adhere to the surface of your model.  Again, this technique 

worked wonderfully.  The primer went down evenly and I was able to sand it without chips flying off. 
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Wing mounting preparation 

I had a real dilemma when trying to attach the wings to the fuselage.  The foam-filled wings and fuselage did not 

match very well.  There was no way simple gluing was going to create a strong, durable, bond.  Dave Wellen rec-

ommended making a stencil from each wing and marking corresponding areas where aluminum tubes could be 

inserted into each wing and then into the fuselage.  By off-setting  the distance of each aluminum support the at-

tached wings would be very strong and the gap could easily be filled in with the Kombi & Testors glue putty com-

bination.  The figure below shows four 3-inch aluminum tubes and the stencils used to indicate where they will be 

inserted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The figure below shows the tubes inserted into the wings.  You can see how the offsetting compliments the 

strength of each wing when attached to the fuselage.  Thank you Dave! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


